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Instead of micrografting, the cleaned “meristematic apexes” can be continued in “in vitro” 
cultivation, that is ‘micropropagation”. Special skills are needed to achieve efficiency in 
the in vitro cultivation of meristematic apexes (e.g. growing techniques, etc.) and 
especially on the explant preparation (the meristematic apex to be planted in vitro must 
be cute under a stereoscopic microscope in a laminar air flow cabinet). Specific 
protocols are available for the best practice of in vitro tissue culture for the different fruit 
tree species. By continuing the cultivation of the meristematic apex in culture with 
micropropagation, many explants can be obtained. This technique is particularly usefull 
for commercial propagation of large numbers of various important fruit tree rootstocks. 
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